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#129.  A major function of any State Park General Plan is to state the existing park conditions 
and identify current issues.  The purpose of stating these is to give the reader background 
information and reasons behind subsequent management actions prescribed in the General Plan.  
The Sections cited in your comment are accurate and reflect the current condition and/or issue at 
Anza-Borrego Desert State Park.  Subsequent management actions prescribed in the “Plan 
Section” of the General Plan are intended to address these issues.

CSP has written a General Plan that, among other goals, fulfills the Mission of the Department 
and park purpose.  The Department’s Mission and the Park’s purpose provide a balance between 
recreational opportunities and protection of resources (see “Department Mission” Section 3.2.1 
and “Declaration of Purpose” Section 3.2.3.1).  The Anza-Borrego Desert State Park General 
Plan indeed provides this balance.  Please note the following examples of Goals and Guidelines 
(found in such Sections as 3.3.1.7), that provide for recreational use of Anza-Borrego Desert 
State Park.  a) “Develop new visitor-use facilities to accommodate changing visitor uses, 
population demographics, and increases in visitation.”  b)“Provide trails and roads that offer the 
opportunity for diverse visitor experiences while not compromising the integrity of park 
resources”, and c)“Ensure that appropriate recreational opportunities are available for people of 
all abilities, including seniors, children, and people with disabilities.” 
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#130.  Please see Responses #44 and #12. Thank you for bringing forward the fact that CCC 
crews did work on a section of road through Coyote Canyon.  A January 25, 1956 ranger patrol 
report confirms this fact. However, it only describes it as “an old C.C.C. road” running south off 
a rocky ridge at the northern end of Coyote Canyon from Terwilliger Valley into Coyote Canyon 
leading to Baily’s Cabin. It is the opinion of the project historian and archaeologist that it is not 
the most representative work of the CCC in the Park, and has lost much of its integrity. There are 
better examples of the CCC’s legacy in Box Canyon or at Borrego Palm Springs Canyon 
campgrounds. 
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#131.  The General Plan provides for and encourages all visitor interests mentioned in your 
citation.  Please refer to Table 6.6 “Management Zone Matrix” in the General Plan for a listing 
of some major recreational uses and their corresponding zones.  In particular, please note 
“Camping”, “Equestrian Use”, “Motorized Vehicles”, “Mountain Bikes”, and “Hiking”.  Other 
interests mentioned in your citation are associated with one or more of these “major” forms of 
recreation.
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#132.  Please see Responses #86 and #88.  The “Tourism Development & Marketing Plan for 
Borrego Springs, completed by Chandler, Brook, & Donahoe, Inc. (October 2001) discusses a 
negative relationship between Anza-Borrego Desert State Park staff and the local community.
However, CSP is one of the top employers in Borrego Springs, providing jobs for many of the 
areas residents.  These residents are consumers, homeowners and community members whose 
families participate in community activities.  Park staff would rather live in a community with 
friends rather than foes and therefore, work hard to keep this relationship amicable.  As stated in 
the Department’s Mission, the challenge is not only to allow for outdoor recreation, but also to 
preserve the state’s extraordinary biological diversity and protect it’s most precious natural and 
cultural resources.  Because the Park staff is striving to meet diverse public needs and desires, 
not all of those needs and desires can be met in a way that satisfies all users.  

#133.  The “Wilderness Zone”, along with road corridors bisecting these wilderness areas, 
provide for comparable recreational opportunities as the “Backcountry Zone” (See Table 6.6 – 
“Management Zones Matrix”).  For example, “Open camping,” “(horseback) riding on 
designated unpaved roads and trails,” “motorized vehicles allowed on designated roads 
(technically outside the designated Wilderness Zone),” “parking along primitive park roadways,” 
“mountain bikes allowed on designated roads and trails only,” and “off-trail hiking” is allowed in 
both the Wilderness Zone and Backcountry Zone.  The Wilderness Zone, however, provides an 
additional level of protection to park resources that is commensurate with the importance of 
those resources to the Park (see PRC Section 5093.31 for a description of wilderness Areas). 
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#134.   Please see Responses #12 and #37.10.  CSP acknowledges that CORVA disputes the 
closure of the Coyote Canyon road to vehicular traffic.  However, the General Plan is not 
designed to resolve those disputes but to provide guidance for future use and development of  
the Park. 

#135.  CSP has not chosen Alternative 3 as the Preferred Alternative.   
Please see Figures 7.6 and 7.9. 

#136.  At Anza-Borrego Desert State Park, the “shared-use” areas referred to are most often 
unpaved roads and trails.  For example, unpaved roads are shared by licensed motor vehicles, 
equestrians, hikers, and mountain bikers.  Trails are shared by the same except for motor 
vehicles.  These shared uses occur regardless of wilderness area or state park designation.  As 
noted in Response #146, access for all “major” forms of recreation is provided for and 
encouraged in both designations. 
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#137.  The General Plan provides for this goal.  The following are examples of goals or 
guidelines that promote strong working relationships with varied user groups: “work closely with 
recreational groups to ensure that their specific needs are addressed and incorporated into 
management decisions, where feasible and appropriate” (Page 3-37) as well as “Encourage and 
develop volunteer groups and work programs that are consistent with park needs and values” 
(Page 3-40).

#138.  In the past, utility companies have proposed power and water lines through the Park.  Had 
the proposed crossing areas been “backcountry” (similar to a State Park designation) instead of 
wilderness areas, they may today contain power line or water line utilities and easements. 

#139.  The process of implementing any goal or guideline of the General Plan begins with the 
approval of the plan by the State Park and Recreation Commission.  Because of the 
programmatic nature of the plan, the timeline and means for implementing goals and guidelines 
is not specified.  These are often determined by future planning efforts (such as management 
plans indicated in the General Plan – See Section 3.4), by superintendent order, or as the need 
arises, and based on availability of staff and funding to implement these General Plan guidelines. 
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#140.  Thank you for your input.  The General Plan guidelines you cite provide direction to the 
Department for many of the actions mentioned.  Please see Response #54. 
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#141.  The Department does not imply or infer potential land acquisitions. However, the 
Department can legally acquire land from willing sellers.  Please refer to Section 3.3.1.10 for a 
description of the types of land acquisitions that the Department would consider should they 
become available.  This Section also describes the beneficial reasons behind land acquisitions 
for park purposes and visitor uses. 
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#142.  Thank you for your involvement and dedication in assisting with trail and road issues 
and projects.  The Department recognizes the benefits that park volunteers provide, among 
them cost savings and facilities maintenance and improvement.  As prescribed in Section 3.4.2, 
the Roads Management Plan will have “input and advise from user groups”.  The Department 
recognizes CORVA, among other user groups, as having an interest in providing this input and 
advice.

#143.  The Department recognizes the importance of this area to potential visitor use.  Hence 
the Goal stated in Section 3.3.2.2: “Support efforts to make The Carrizo Impact Area safe and 
preserve the scenic beauty of this areas as well as the historical integrity of the wartime 
landscape as is safe for park staff and visitors.” 

#144.  Please see Response #12, #36.16 and #37.10. CSP has reviewed the deeds sent by 
CORVA and additional deeds in our ownership files.  None of these deeds supports CORVA’s 
contention that vehicular access is required as a public right of way, and, as noted previously, 
CSP provided a letter with our analysis to that effect.  Although the Dudek report identified 
alternate bypass routes, it also identified substantial adverse environmental affects to natural, 
cultural and scenic resources that each of the proposed bypasses would cause.  To pursue these 
bypass routes would compromise the Department’s Mission and they are not under 
consideration for further study. 
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#145.  Please see Responses #37.2, #54 and #114. 

#146.  Please see Response #38. 
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#147.  Please see Response #100.  CSP respectfully disagrees.  The general consensus at the 
public workshops was support of the Preferred Alternative.
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#148.  Please see Response #40. 

#149.  Please see Responses #40 and #147. 

#150.  Per CEQA Guidelines, an NOP is required to be sent to interested agencies.  Please see 
Responses #11, #12 and #37.10.  Additionally, the information regarding the Coyote Canyon 
PUP was available during the public comment period. 
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#151.  CSP appreciates the public participation that has helped to form the Anza-Borrego 
Desert State Park General Plan. Please also see Responses #11 and #40. 
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#152.  Please see Response #100. 

#153.  Please see Responses #65 and #93. 

#154.  Please see Responses #40 and #54.
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#155.  The positive correlation between the establishment of invasive exotic plants and the 
human-induced disturbance of soils and vegetative cover is clear (Hobbs and Huenneke 1992).
Many researchers have documented soil disruption, plant trampling, and erosive effects of 
equestrian activity (Widner and Marion 1993). Furthermore, the ‘weed-free feed’ policies and 
considerations of the National Park Service, Bureau of Land Management, and National Forest 
Service emphasize the need to further identify horse feed as among the potential vectors of 
exotic plant invasion. These are all major issues for Park management. Please also see Section 
2.2.1.3; Section 3.3.1.3: Exotic Biota: Goal 2: Guideline 2; and response to comment #36. 

#156.  The General Plan is a management tool that can be used well into the future.  In this 
case, “less is more” in that the General Plan provides well defined Goals and Guidelines and 
land use management zones and criteria for park managers.  The General Plan was developed 
to protect resources and allow recreational activities.  Please see Response #40. 

#157.  Yes, the public’s access and the public’s resources will be allowed different and 
dynamic levels of protection under the General Plan.  These will be primarily developed under 
the management plans and new recreational opportunities will also be developed. 

#158.  Please see Responses #36 and #156. 
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#159.  Please see Response #69 and the note above.  No official extension was granted by CSP. 

#160.  Please see Response #92. 

#161.  Please see Response #93. 

#162.  These are not relevant to the General Plan but may be addressed in the future Trail 
Management Plan.  Additionally, these are existing conditions and not relevant under CEQA. 

#163.  Trail access rights are not environmental issues and therefore are not subject to CEQA. 
  However, provisions for backcountry camping and support for backcountry travel will be 
addressed in the Camping Management Plan.  The potential environmental impacts associated 
with Camping will be addressed under CEQA. 

#164.  The Trail Management Plan may restore some gentle use on historic trails or keep the 
historic trail intact and provide a parallel route along the same corridor.   Portions of many of 
these historic trail corridors remain inaccessible on private land but CSP will endeavor to keep 
trail access open along these corridors when in accordance with resource management 
guidelines.


